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Aloha,
I have been a part of the University of Hawai'i at Hilo (UHH) since 2004. I have two degrees in science fields from
UHH. B.A. in cellular and molecular biology and M.S. in Tropical Conservation Biology and Environmental Science. I
have worked as a lecture in the UHH biology department teaching various biology labs in the fields of microbiology,
biochemistry, genetics, and cell/molecular biology for 3 years and an intro biology lecture for HCC this semester. The
reason I have been here as both a student and employee since 2004 is because I had felt UHH provided a supportive
environment for local Native Hawaiian students like me interested in science. Currently I do not feel any aloha or
support from many of those who once preached words that seem to foster this belief I once had. I attended your
meeting today as a Native Hawaiian scientist hoping to speak my part. I have put over a decade of preparing to go for
a doctorate degree on hold because of this issue of TMT. A doctorate degree I had been hoping would be from a UH
campus like Manoa in the hopes that I could continue to be surrounded by a supportive learning environment for
Native Hawaiians. My only goal in life is to help build a strong community. I would like to continue toward this degree
and goal I have but nothing will progress until more pressing issues are resolved. These pressing issues I put before
you is the issue of TMT and the related testimonies not yet heard by you. Every testimonies should all be heard
because we are the community affected by these decisions. The first step of what is right is to listen to each and every
testimony in person even if it takes a week, a month, or even a year. Then from there make the best decision on the
issue with the entire community that is impacted as the only thing in mind. The world is really watching us. I really
want to be able to say years from now that I am a proud alumni and scientist from the University of Hawai'i. Please
keep aloha in your minds and heart. I hope to be able to have the opportunity to speak in front all of you very soon
with my community by my side.
Mahalo nui loa,
Davin Vicente
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